
Chapter 5 Section 1 

Culture of Ancient Greece 



Greek Mythology 

 Religion affected all aspects of Greek 
life because Greeks believed gods and 
goddesses affected people’s lives and 
shaped events.  

 

 Temples to the gods and goddesses 
were the major buildings in Greek 
cities. 

 

 



Greek Gods and Goddesses 

 12 Most important gods and goddesses 

lived on Mount Olympus 

 

 Zeus- King of the gods; god of the sky 

 

 Greek gods and goddesses looked and 

acted like humans (married, argued, etc.) 

 

 

 



Mt Olympus 







AFTERLIFE 
 Greeks believed their spirits went to a 

gloomy world beneath  the earth ruled by a 
god named Hades 



What Was a Greek Oracle? 

 The Greeks wanted to know the will of the 
gods and goddesses.  

 To this end, they consulted oracles, sacred 
shrines where priests or priestesses revealed 
the future through interpreting the will of the 
deities.  

 The most famous oracle was at the shrine to 
Apollo at Delphi, on the side of Mount 
Parnassus.  

 Representatives of states and individuals 
traveled to this oracle. 

 



Oracle at Delphi 



Sanctuary of Apollo at Delphi 

Handbook to Life in Ancient Greece, pp. 349 



Greek Poetry and Fables 

 Greek poems and stories are the oldest in 

the Western world. 

 The earliest Greek stories are epics (long 

poems told about heroic deeds). 

 The first great epics were the Iliad and the 

Odyssey. 

 Written by Homer during the 700s B.C. 



Homer the Poet 

 



Iliad 
 Scene from Homer's Iliad depicted on Greek 

pottery  



Odyssey 

 



Odysseus killing his wife's suitors 

after returning home  

 



Iliad and Odyssey 

 Greeks viewed these stories as real history. 

 

 They taught courage, honor, loyalty to 

friends, and to value the relationship 

between husband and wife. 

 

 Homer’s heroes became role models for 

Greek boys 



Who was Aesop? 

 Greek slave, who made up his now famous fables. 

 

 Fables- short tale that teaches a lesson. 

 

 Stories are usually funny and point out human 

flaws as well as strengths. 

 

 Usually end with a message, or moral. 

 

 



Can you guess the fable?? 

The Tortoise and the Hare:  

Moral-Slow and steady wins the race 



Tortoise and the Hare 

 Moral:  Slow and steady wins the race 

 

 

 



One more!! 

 



The Boy Who Cried Wolf 
 Moral:  No one will believe a habitual liar 

even when he is telling the truth. 

 

 



GREEK DRAMA 

 



Greek Drama 

 Drama:  a story told by actors who pretend 

to be characters in the story. 

 

 Today Movies, plays, and television shows 

are all examples of drama. 

 

 Greeks performed plays in outdoor theaters 

as part of their religious festivals. 



Tragedy 

 

 A person struggles to overcome difficulties 

but fails  (unhappy ending). 

 

 



Comedy 

 A drama that has a happy ending 

 

 



Famous Greek Writers 

 Aeschylus: wrote tragedies; most famous 
work is  a group of three called the Oresteia.   
These teach that evil acts cause more evil 
acts. 

 

 Sophocles: wrote tragedies; most famous 
are Oedipus Rex and Antigone (asked the 
question, “Is it better to follow orders or to 
do what is right?” 

 



Greek Writers Continued… 

 Euripides: a dramatist who questioned 

traditional thinking about war.   

 

 Aristophanes: wrote comedies; usually 

poked fun at politicians and encouraged the 

audience to think 



Sophocles 

http://www.etsu.edu/philos/classes/rk/galleries/07_hellenic/big/14_sophocles.jpg


Euripides 
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Aristophanes 



Greek Art and Architecture 

 The most important architectural form 
was the temple dedicated to a god or 
goddess. 

 The greatest example is the Parthenon, 
built between 447 and 432 B.C. and 
dedicated to the patron goddess of 
Athens, Athena.  

 It showed Athens’ pride in itself and 
exemplified the principles of classical 
architecture: calm, clarity, and freedom 
from unnecessary detail. 

 



Parthenon 



Acropolis in Athens 



Greek Columns 

 3 Types Of Columns 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Doric      Ionic     Corinthian 



Doric Style 



Ionic Style 



Corinthian Style 



The Parthenon, Athens (448 - 432 BC) 



The Parthenon, Athens (448 - 432 BC) 



The Parthenon, Athens (448 - 432 BC) 
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Chapter 5 Section 2 

Notes 

Greek Philosophy and 

History 



Greek Philosophers 
 Philosophy: comes from the Greek word for 

“love of wisdom.” 

 

 Philosophy began when human beings tried to 
understand the world through the use of 
reason, rather than through religious myths or 
accepting the authority of others 

 

 These people were called philosophers.  They 
believed the human mind could understand 
everything.  Many philosophers were teachers. 



Pythagoras 

 Believed  that all relationships in the world 

could be expressed in numbers.  

(Pythagorean theory) 

 

 

 

 



Sophists 

 Believed people should use knowledge to 

improve themselves 

 

 Believed that there is NO absolute right or 

wrong 

 

 Developed the art of public speaking and 

debate 



Socrates 
 Critic of the Sophists 

 

 Believed there WAS an absolute right and 

wrong 

 

 Invented the Socratic Method (ask pointed 

questions to force students to use their 

reason and to see things for themselves) 

 

 Sentenced to death for his teachings 



Socrates 

 

‘Man must find 

truth’ 



The  Death of Socrates 



Plato 

 Rejected the idea of democracy as a form of 

government 

 

 Thought philosopher-kings should rule 

society 

 

 Described his ideal government in his work 

the Republic    (Socrates was his teacher) 



Plato 

 

‘Man receives what 

he is worth’ 



 



Aristotle 
 Taught his students to follow the idea of the 

“golden mean” (idea of a person should do 

nothing in excess). 

 

 Believed observation and comparison were 

necessary to gain knowledge     (Plato was his 

teacher) 

 

 Wrote over 200 books on philosophy and 

science.  He divided all governments into three 

basic types. 



Government by one person 



Government by a few people 



Government by many people 



Aristotle 

 

“Man must live 

a noble life’ 

 



Plato and Aristotle 



Greek Historians 

 Herodotus:  Considered the “father of 

history.” Wrote the history of the Persian 

Wars in 435 B.C. 

 

 Thucydides: Considered the greatest 

historian of the ancient world.  Stressed the 

importance of having accurate facts 

 

 



Herodotus 



Thucydides  

 



Chapter 5 Section 3 Notes 

Alexander the Great 



Macedonia Attacks Greece 

 Philip II ruled Macedonia from 359-336 B.C. 

and transformed it into a powerful military 

machine 

 

 

 

 



Philip II 



Macedonia 



Demosthenes 

 Philip intended to use Greece as a 

launching pad to invade Persia. 

 

 He took over the city-states one by one. 

(Some by force, others by bribes) 

 

 Demosthenes warned the Athenians that 

Philip II was a threat to Greek freedom. 

 

 



Philip II 

 Moved into northern Greece and met little 

resistance due to the effects of the 

Peloponnesian War 

 338 B.C., Philip and the Macedonian army 

defeated the Greeks at the Battle of 

Chaeronea 

 He was assassinated before he could begin 

his plan to invade Persia.  



Alexander Builds an Empire 

 Alexander was 20 when he became king of 

Macedonia 

 

 He was trained by his father and often went 

to the battlefront as a child 

 

 He rose to commander in the army at the 

age of 16 



Conquests of Alexander 

 Ionia and Anatolia 333 

 Syria, Palestine, Egypt 332 

 Mesopotamia  331 

 Persepolis   331 

 King of Persia  330 

 India   327 

 Returns to Susa  324 

 Dies (age 33)  323 



Warfare in the Age of Alexander 

 Phalanx:  A formation of infantry carrying 

overlapping shields and long spears, developed by 

Philip II and used by Alexander the Great  



Warfare in the Age of Alexander 

 Hoplite   

– The main melee warrior 

of the Macedonian 

army.  

– Worked mainly in the 

tight phalanx formation, 

creating impregnable 

lines that often left the 

enemy demoralized.  



Hoplites in Action 



Alexander the Great in Persia 



Alexander’s Conquest 

 334 B.C., Invaded Asia Minor with 37,000 

foot soldiers and 5,000 mounted soldiers. 

 

 333 B.C., Freed Greek cities in Asia Minor 

and defeated a large Persian Army at Issus. 

 

 332 B.C., Captured Syria and Egypt 



 Built the city of Alexandria (named after 
Alexander) as a center of business and 
trade.  It became one of the most 
important cities in the ancient world. 

 

 326 B.C., his army entered into India.  
After his soldiers fought many battles 
there, they refused to go any farther. 

 

 323 B.C., Alexander returned to Babylon 
and wanted to invade southern Arabia. 

 

 He was tired and weak  from wounds, 
caught a fever, and died 10 days later. 

 



Alexander the Great 
356-323 B.C.E. 



Alexander the Great’s Empire 



Alexander’s Legacy 

 Great military leader (brave, reckless) 

 He was inspired as a child by the story of 

Achilles in the Iliad. 

 Today he is called Alexander the Great 

 His skill and daring created his legacy 

 Alexander’s conquest marked the beginning 

of the Hellenistic Era. 



The Empire Breaks Apart 

 After Alexander died, his generals fought each 
other for power. 

 

 This caused the empire to fall apart, but Greek 
was the language used to conduct government 
business in the Hellenistic kingdoms 

 

 New Greek cities were created and the colonists 
helped spread Greek culture into Egypt and as far 
east as modern-day Pakistan 

 

 



The Breakup of Alexander’s Empire 



The Incursion of Rome into the 
Hellenistic World 



The Spread of Greek Culture 
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Greek Culture Spreads 

 During the Hellenistic Era, 

philosophers, scientists, poets, and 

writers flocked to the new Greek cities 

in SW Asia and Egypt. 

 

 One of the major cities was Alexandria. 

 

 Alexandria’s library attracted scholars 

from all over the world. 



Library of Alexandria  

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Ancientlibraryalex.jpg


Library of Alexandria 

 



 The Hellenistic Era produced a great body 

of art and architecture; literature and 

philosophy; and scientific achievement. 

 

 



Architecture and Sculpture 

 Greek theater at Epidauros  



Hellenistic Greek tomb door  

 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f3/Smuseum_011hellenistic_greek_tomb_door.jpg


The golden wreath of Philip II  

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philip_II_of_Macedon


The Winged Victory of Samothrace 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Winged_Victory_of_Samothrace


Literature and Theater 

 Very little writing has survived even though 
there was a large body of literature. 

 

 Appolonius wrote the epic Argonautica 

 

 Theocritus wrote short poems about the 
beauty of nature 

 



 Comedies no longer poked fun at politicians 

 

 Menander (343 B.C.-291 B.C.) was one of 

the best known of the new playrights 



HELLENISTIC-STYLE TRAGIC THEATRE MASK  

 

 



Theater of Samothrace, dates to the 

Hellenistic period  

 



Philosophy 

 Athens continued to attract the most famous 

philosophers in the Greek world 

 

 2 most important philosophers during this 

time were Epicurus and Zeno 

 

 



Epicureanism 

 Epicureanism-philosophy founded by 
Epicurus 

 

 Epicurus taught that happiness was the goal 
of life and happiness came from spending 
time with friends 

 

 They stayed out of politics and public 
service 



Epicurus 
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Stoicism 

 Stoicism-developed by a Phoenician named 

Zeno 

 It became very popular  

 Happiness came from following reason, not 

emotions, and doing your duty 

 Today the word stoic is used to describe 

someone not affected by joy or grief 



Zeno 
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Greek Science and Math 

 Scientists made major contributions during 

the Hellenistic Era 

 

 Aristarchus- Astronomer who claimed the 

sun was the center of the universe. 

 

 Other astronomers rejected this thought 



Heliocentric Solar System 

 



Euclid 

 Euclid-most famous Greek mathematician 

 

 Wrote the book Elements 

 

 Studied how points, lines, angles, and 

planes relate to one another 

 



Euclid 
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Archimedes 

 Archimedes- most famous scientist of the 

Hellenistic Era 

 

 Figured out the value of pi 

 

 Inventor who helped defend the city of 

Syracuse against the Romans 

 

 



Archimedes 

 “Give me a lever and a place to stand 

on, and I will move the earth.” 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 This is Archimedes ( on the left ), he was drawing circles in 

the sand when a Roman soldier dropped in. When the Roman 

soldier asked his name, Archimedes exclaimed: "Don't 

confuse my circles!". The soldier lost his temper and he killed 

him. 


